
 WAREHAM – They out did themselves once again.  And their efforts will help make Christmas for 

area children in need brighter.  For the fifth consecutive year, the Wareham-New Bedford Lodge of Elks raised 

money for the Toys for Tots program founded by the U.S. Marine Corps 70 years ago and supported locally by 

the Massachusetts State Police for the last 33 years. 

 And once again this year the Elks exceeded the money raised the previous year.  This year’s total that 

will go toward the purchase of the toys was $1,400, up from $1,340 the year before.  Elks Function Coordinator 

Jonie Hackett said, “Every year we exceed our total.” 

 She added, “For a small club we do all right. The members are very generous when it comes to kids.”  

She said donors purchase Christmas stockings that range from $1 for red stockings, to $5 for green and $25 for 

decorated stockings. They are then hung around the Elks club bearing the donor’s name.  They are everywhere 

in evidence hanging from Club rafters around this time of year, displaying the generosity of individual Elks. 

 State Troopers, including Bourne Barracks commander Lt. James Plath, came down to the Club Friday 

to fulfill the pleasant duty of accepting the check.  The toys and money collected to purchase toys all go to the 

local area where the donations were provided. In this case, children in need from Wareham to Fall River will 

benefit. 

 Toys for Tots’ mission, according to its website (www.toysfortots.org), “is to collect new, unwrapped 

toys during October, November and December each year, and distribute those toys as Christmas gifts to less 

fortunate children in the community in which the campaign is conducted.  “The primary goal of Toys for Tots 

is to deliver, through a new toy at Christmas, a message of hope to less fortunate youngsters that will assist 

them in becoming responsible, productive, patriotic citizens.”            Submitted by Ted Hatch, Lodge Inner Guard 
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Pictured are Jonie Hackett, Paul Grenier, Joanne Grenier, Bob Benting, Barry Coggeshall, John Thatcher, Perry Gerlach, 

and Trooper Christopher French, Trooper Billy Bates, Capt. Tom Majenski, Lt. James Plath and Lt. Joe Pimental. 
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