
Wareham-New Bedford Lodge #73 
Appreciation Night 

March 22, 2017 

Pictured left to right ~ Peter Costa, Citizen of the Year; Susan Gifford, PER, Elks of the Year; John (Jay) Wybraniec , ER; and 

Richard Duffy, Officer of the Year. 

 Wednesday, March 22, 2017 the outgoing Exalted Ruler, Jay Wybraniec conducted the annual Lodge Appreciation 

Night.  This night is held to honor and thank all those that have contributed to the Lodge to help inculcate the ongoing principals 

of Elkdom.  This evening in years past has had many different themes on how and to whom these awards are bestowed.  This year 

ER Jay chose to first thank the members that participated in the weekly members supper by offering through his budgeted line a 

free meal to them.  Secondly, instead of presenting a variety of smaller individual gifts to the recipients of their work, he chose to 

honor them by donating $10 per person (35 in total) in their names to the Elks National Foundation.  The funds for this 

contribution came from a combination of personal monies from Jay coupled with the balance from the Exalted Rulers stipend 

allowance.  What an honor to have that done for so many. 

 The three principal awards are: 

  Elk of Year ~ Susan Gifford, PER ~ for her commitment to the Lodge in many activities, Meat Raffle; Ticket Seller for 

Wednesday Nights Suppers; Don Baker Book; Dictionary Committee; Soccer Shoot;  Investigation Committee; Bulletin  Mailings  

and….anything else that needs to be done when no one is around. 

 Officer of the Year ~ Rick Duffy ~ our Lodge Chaplain, who is committed to helping the homeless; nights of hospitality; 

Queen of Hearts; cut peoples hair in the community in many areas, ie, veterans, nursing homes; and also Board of Directors for 

Turing Point. 

 Citizen of Year ~ Peter Costa ~ who hails from the New Bedford area and has championed a non profit in his city called 

New Bedford Homeless Advocates.  This organization goes into the community DAILY all year round and establishes a 

relationship with these folks and aids them in many areas including getting back to a meaningful life with their own housing, etc.  

These individuals that they are helping include many existing and returning Veterans who in some cases are too proud to ask for 

help.  He refers those that he can to the Veterans Transition House in New Bedford which is one of our Lodges committed 

benefactors of the Veterans Committee.   

 With all that being said, it goes without saying that not only does our Exalted Ruler extend his appreciation, the complete 

BPOE and our Lodge does as well ~ THANK YOU ALL.  


